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Appendix A: Toolkit on Assessing Current and Historical Product Use and Activities
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Tool 2.4: Tutorial for Conducting a Baseline Analysis
The following document serves as a guide for conducting a baseline assessment via a desktop analysis. This tool identifies sources of information and steps to review and download data. By utilizing this document, airports may have a better understanding of AFFF fate and transport based on weather data, nearby water bodies and wetlands, and wells.  
To obtain historical weather data
· [bookmark: _Hlk114748296]Follow the link provided to access the NOAA National Weather Service climate data. 

· Select a state.
· Enter a more precise location using the list or select from the map view.
· Select “Daily Almanac” as the product option.
· Enter desired data under the options label.

· Click Go. 

· Access weather data for the selected day.
To determine nearby water sources utilizing Google Earth
*This method is best for determining larger water bodies
· Download the desktop application or follow the link provided to access Google Earth. The instructions below are for using the web version of the service. 

· Type in address of interest in the "Search" field located at the top of the "Search, Places, and Layers" pane on the left side of the screen.

· [bookmark: _Hlk114741522]To measure the distance to a water source:  

· Click the ruler icon on the bar at the top of the application window. 
· Draw a line between the two features by clicking once on the facility and once on the water body.
· The distance measurement will be displayed in the dialogue box. To change units, click the down area next to the measurement and select preferred unit. 
To determine nearby water sources utilizing topographic maps
*This method is best for determining smaller water bodies
· Follow the link provided to access the USGS TopoView Map. 
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· Type in the facility address in the “Search by location” field in the top right corner of the screen and hit “Enter” or select from the map. 

· Select the USGS Topo button which is the rightmost of the three circular icons in the top left of the screen. 

· The most recent topographic map will be displayed.
· Solid blue lines indicate streams, dashed blue lines indicate underground water sources, and larger areas colored in blue are ponds, lakes, rivers, and oceans.

· Historic maps are also available in the right-hand side bar.
To identify nearby wetlands
· Follow the link provided to access the National Wetlands Inventory Wetlands Mapper. 

· Click the “Find Location” button at the top right of the screen and enter the facility address. 

· Wetlands should be available for viewing. Note that wetland boundaries are not 100% accurate, and site assessments should be used to confirm locations of wetlands. Click on the shaded area to obtain information. 
To locate wells
· Follow the link provided to access the USGS Well Catalog.

· Search for location through the Text-Based Search. 

· A list of wells in that location will display. Note that these are the wells officially recognized by USGS. Additional wells can likely be found on state department of water resources websites. Residential wells may be found on state websites or by calling local officials.  
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