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Espelage Research Addressing Violence in Education 
(RAVE) Lab 

SOCIAL-ECOLOGY & SCHOOL-BASED PREVENTION (Espelage & Swearer, 2003; Espelage, 2012, 2014, 2015, 
2016, 2019)

EXPOSURE TO VIOLENCE STUDY (Espelage, 1998; Low & Espelage, 2014)

SOCIAL NETWORK ANALYSIS STUDY (Birkettt & Espelage, 2014; Espelage, Holt, & Henkel, 2003; Espelage, 
Green, & Wasserman, 2007; Espelage, Green, & Polanin, 2012; Espelage et al. under review)

SEXUAL HARASSMENT, DATING VIOLENCE, & BULLYING STUDIES (Holt & Espelage, 2003; Holt & 
Espelage, 2005; Espelage & Holt, 2006; Espelage, Basile, & Hamburger, 2012, 2014)

THEORY OF MIND, EMPATHY, & PEER RELATIONS (Espelage et al., 2004; Mayberry & Espelage, 2006)

SEXUAL VIOLENCE & BULLYING (Poteat & Espelage, 2006; Espelage et al., 2008; Espelage et al., 2012, 2019, 
2020)

YOUTH & MENTAL HEALTH OUTCOMES (Espelage, Aragon, Birkett, & Koenig, 2008; Poteat, Espelage, & 
Koenig, 2009; Birkett, Espelage, & Koenig, 2009; Robinson & Espelage, 2012, 2013; Espelage et al., 2019, 2020)

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES (Victimization & Psychological Correlates & SEL prevention (Rose et al., 2010; 
Rose & Espelage, 2012; Espelage, Rose, & Polanin, 2015, Forber-Pratt et al., 2020)

SCHOOL CLIMATE, ACADEMIC ENGAGEMENT (Espelage et al., 2014, 2015)
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Youth-Driven Interventions
• Youth do feel that schools should work harder to establish a positive school 

climate. 

• Adults need to pay attention to emotional and physical safety.

• Youth indicated that fairness & equity issues need to be addressed directly. 

• Research shows that students in schools with positive climates are more likely 
to report on the situations, individuals and events that endanger a school’s 
safety. 

(Vincent, Espelage, Walker, et al., 2017, 2018; Espelage et al., 2019, 2020, 2022, 2023)



NIJ Grant (MU-MU-K003 ) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wlbMBYiFlXw&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wlbMBYiFlXw&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wlbMBYiFlXw&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wlbMBYiFlXw&feature=youtu.be


The Pitfalls of Punitive Policies and 
Promising Alternatives

Zero Tolerance Policies

Largely punitive and exclusionary

Ineffective for ensuring safety

Over-criminalize students of color

Equity-Centered 
Approaches

Restorative practices

Threat assessments

Positive student-teacher 

relationships

Implementation Strategies

Systematic approach

Diverse stakeholder buy-in

High-quality implementation fidelity
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