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The threat of antibiotic resistance

We are losing the ability to treat and prevent infections.
• More than 2.8m illnesses in the U.S. each year

• More than 35,000 deaths in the U. S. each year 

• More than $4.8b in healthcare costs for just a subset of resistant infections 
in the U.S. in 2017

Source: CDC 2019 Antibiotic Resistance Threats Report



The U.S. Government response
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Antibiotic Resistance 
Threats Report
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National Strategy

Task Force and 
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First National Action 
Plan launched



National Strategy for CARB



The Federal CARB Task Force

OASH



• New national Antibiotic Resistance 
Laboratory Network 

• Strategic initiative to support antibiotic 
stewardship in veterinary settings

• New programs to improve antibiotic use 
across healthcare settings

• Biopharmaceutical accelerator, CARB-X

• Supported the development and approval 
of new diagnostic and treatment options

• Pursued alternatives to antibiotics in 
agriculture

• Obtained hundreds of commitments to 
global action from a broad range of 
sectors and stakeholders

Since 2015…

U.S. Secretary of Health and Human 
Services Alex Azar speaking at the 
2018 AMR Challenge. Source: CDC

Source: USDA

Source: 
CDC



From 2012 to 2017:

• U.S. deaths from resistant infections fell by 18 percent

• U.S. deaths from resistant infections in hospitals fell by 30 percent

Progress… but ongoing need
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• Still too many resistant infections 
and too many deaths

• New resistant pathogens emerge –
e.g., Candida auris

• Some resistant infections are 
increasing, including community-
acquired bacterial infections

• Ongoing challenges with developing 
new antibiotic products

Progress… but ongoing need



CARB National Action Plan 2020-2025

Starting in Fall 2018, the CARB Task 
Force: 

– Enlisted 125 federal experts on five 
“goal teams”, crossing the One Health 
spectrum

– Conducted a comprehensive review of 
prior efforts and anticipated future 
challenges and opportunities

– Drew from public input provided by 
the PACCARB

Source: PACCARB report on priorities and recommendations



CARB National Action Plan 2020-2025

Presents coordinated, strategic actions to change the 
trajectory of antibiotic resistance in the next five years

Maintains the original five goals, adds new objectives 
and targets

– Some targets reflect multiple agencies’ activities

– Describes potential challenges to implementation

– Updated measurement and reporting strategy



CARB National Action Plan 2020-2025

The U.S. Government is committed to continuing the 
fight against antibiotic resistance.

Please stay tuned for:

• The new Plan to be published in early October

• Reports on progress annually thereafter

• Final/Year 5 report under the original Plan

• Ongoing updates from CARB agencies


