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Investigator 
Led 
Studies: 
Takeaways

Distinction between officer suicide publications and officer 
suicide investigator-led studies

•Most publications on officer suicide use surveillance data
•Most publications on officer suicide focus on policing
•Most investigator led studies focus on suicidal ideation 
•Most investigator led studies of officer suicide focus on policing

Investigator led studies use different methodologies and 
often combine data from multiple sources

•Retrospective cohort
•Web surveillance
•Case study
•Systematic reviews

Investigator led studies can offer unique insights that may 
not be as readily determinable from analyses of national 
surveillance datasets
•Active officers versus retired or terminated
•Offer depth and detail not always possible in surveillance data
•Highlight the potential for misclassification of suicide
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Marzuk et al. 2002 Police Suicide Retrospective 
Cohort

668 NYC
police officer
suicides from
1977 to 1996

Department data and 
death certificates

Focused on 
establishing 
prevalence of police 
officer suicide

Violanti et al. 2011 Police Suicide Retrospective 
Cohort

55-year retrospective 
mortality police cohort 
consisting of 3,228 
officers who worked in 
Buffalo between 1950 
and 2005

Multiple data sources 
(NDI, benefit & 
pension systems, NYS 
retirement and vital 
statistics, employment 
data, obituaries, etc.)

Wide-range of data 
sources. Focused on 
whether separated or 
retired officers are at 
increased risk for 
suicide

Violanti et al. 2012 Police Suicide Retrospective 
Cohort

298 large and small 
police departments 
totaling 119,624 
officers

U.S. Public Safety 
Office Benefits 
Database

Focused on differences 
in suicide based on 
police department size
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O'Hara, Violanti, 
Levenson, and 
Clark

2013 Police Suicide Web 
Surveillance National News reporting of 922 

officer suicides
Two previous studies 
also used web 
surveillance

Klinoff et al. 2015 Police Suicide
Case Study / 
Web 
Surveillance

43 officers
Committing murder-
suicides between 
2016 and 2014

Web site covering 
domestic violence and 
related problems in 
police families

Focus on homicide-
suicides

Frost and 
Monteiro 2020 Corrections 

Suicide
Retrospective 
Case Study

20 officer suicides in 
a northeastern 
corrections 
department between 
2010 and 2015

Multiple data sources 
(departmental 
personnel data, death 
certificates, police 
reports, obituaries, 
interviews with 
family, friends, 
coworkers)

Included currently 
working and 
separated or retired 
officers



Systematic Reviews of Law 
Enforcement Suicide
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