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GUADALUPE ISLAND -- For the flrst tlme in hlstory, man hag

taken cores from 234 feet. beneath the deep ocean bottom, dolng

lt during rough weather, lt was announced today by the.Natlonal

Acadeny of Sciences Natlonal Research CounclL and the NatÍonal

Sclence Foundation.

The hole from which the cores lrere taken tsas drilled under
Ilr7O0 feet of water *- more than two mlles near Guadalupe
Is1and, off the western coast of Mexlco.

Despite r¿inds that averaged 25 ntles per hour and waves up
to L2 feet high, the CUSS I drllling barge successfully held lt-
self in posÍtÍon by maneuverlng to make possible the 61-hour
drÍlling and coring operation.

The cores ú¡ere taken during experimental drllllng for Pro-ject ltIohole, e scientific project }ooking eventually tonrard
drflling through the earthts crust to the mantle. The project
ls being carried out by the AllSOC Committee of NAS-NRC under
grants from the NSF.

Drllling in the present project ls belng done by crews from
Global Marine Exploration Co., of Los Angeles, which ordns and
operates the CUSS I.
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trrtrL1lartl Bascom, project director for the er¡_trrerimental dril-
lfng program, said irõm the barge, nWe Þelleve that this flrst
deep õcean frõIe ts proof of the feaslblllty of our positionlng
and drLlting methods, especially since lt was clrÍlled aFrlng 

.

rough weather. AII hands continue to be confident and happy.n

The diamond drilll-ng bit first touched bottom at noon
Tuesday, Irfarch 28, and began drilling. At I p.m._that evening
the firbt core, 5Íì centimeters long, was taken. The bole rvas
then deepenecl to 234 feet, and a second core, 6O centimeterS
long, Iúas taken.

Both cores are firrn, greenish-gray clay. They are being
taken aboard the Spencer F. Baird, oceanographi.c vessel of the
Scripps Institutioñ of OceanograPhy, University of California,
for preliminary study

Dr. Alan T. lrlaterman, Director, Natlonal Science Foundatlon,
said today, rtThe pioneeri-ng deep-sea drLlling in 11 ,7OA feet of
water places a radically neÌrr tool in the hands of scLentists seek-
lng to-understand the sqgrets of the earth, and the hlstory of
the ocean, enabli-ng them for the first tíme to obtain sanples from
hundreds of feet rvi-thi-n the earth¡s crust beneath the deep oceans.

"A1I those concerned r¿1th planning and carrying out the nota-
ble experiment deserve the highest praise. I noPg that thÍs Süc-
cess rritt serve as a prototype for similar'scientÍfÍc work by
many natlons throughout the oceans of the world, adding a nelü
dimensLon to studies of thi-s planet. rl

Dr. Detlev [rl. Bronk, President of the Academy-Researoh Councll,
commentÍng on the achi-evement, said, nThe scÍentists and engin-
eers associated with the lfohole hojeet have accomplished an ex-
traordlnary feat of Íngenuity, skj-IÌ, and daring in proving the
practÍ.cabllity of drilting into the deep ocean floor to-a greaten
depth than nan has ever gone before. Years may be r_equl.reat !o
evãLuate fully the significance of thi.s achievement but we already
have spectacular evid.ence that science now has a remarkable new
means for dÍscovery.

nFor the first tl-me we have the capabÍlÍty of explorlng deep
below the ocean floor to gai-n not only a broader understanding of
Iife as Ít exlsted many millions. of years before the dawn of man,
but also far more precise knowledge of the age, composition¡ and
struoture of the planet Earth.
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''.',,.ttlJrany individuals and group_s have- contributed' to the success
of thÍs nótable undertaking -- the menbershlp and stdff of the
ÃãaAãmy-nesãarch Councilts-AI*ISOC Conlnlttee, r¿ho have. devoted years
of intänsive study and plannlng to the enterprise; the Natlonal
Science Foundatioir, U.S: Navy, and other agencies of the Federal'
Government who proíÍaea finairóial support, p-er$-onÌ?elr- and equlp-
ment; and the mâny industrlal-organlàations both in this country
ãna ánroaa, ruho aiso furni.shed generous assistAnce fn nen and
materiel.

mThe Mohole Project has demonstrated once more what can be

"ccorpÍÍshed 
when thö natlonrs sclentlsts and engineers, 11" Tgd: reral ëovernmentr- ana prlvate ind.ustry unite i-n a conmon objectlve.n

The ooring operation was not without lncid.ent. In the first
attempt to recõvei tt¡e deeper core barrel, the^wire rope Parted',
a"oppittg 21600 feet of wirõ down tle pÍpe. A flshing tool wag
Aeyï'seA-anå the tost tuire recovered oñ the first try. the hole
!ùas then aband.oned and the pipe retracted for lnspection; the blt
arrÍved back aboard ship at 1:30 â.r1. local time, today

Preparations for the second hole are weII underway" +11 - .
navtgãliänaf devices aro reported. working aboard..the _vessel, ¡vhÍch
posiãfons i.tself, unanchored over the drlllltg site, by means of
isttr 1arge outboärtt engines, using radar and sonar to determlne
lis posfãion. hleather-repoits frõm the area indicate that sea and
wlnd-cond.itions are ÍmProving.
' Irfr. Gordon LilL, chairman of the AI4SOC Committee, observed,
mütre are wftnessing tire openi-ng of the deep ocean basins ,to true
exploration and elentual-- exptõitation for sci-entific. and. economic
puiposes. In this sense most of the earth still lies befone us
inu-s far untouched. It lies beneath the d'eep sêâ.n

(Released simultaneously by the National Academy of-Sciences
Ñational Research Council and the National Science Found.atlon
both Ln Ìr?ashington and 1n Los Angeles, Calif .)


