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# 1 - World Bank Focus on the Early Years  

Ã World Bank Education Sector Strategy 2020: 
ȰInvest Early. Invest Smartly. Invest for All. ȱ 

Å The World Bank recognizes that learning and 
developmental needs must be supported early and are 
ÃÒÉÔÉÃÁÌ ÆÏÒ ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌȭÓ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓ ÉÎ ×ÏÒË ÁÎÄ ÉÎ ÌÉÆÅȢ 

Ã ECD programs benefit from cross -sectoral  
support . In addition to the Education Sector 
Strategy, both  

Å 2012  Social Protection strategy highlights the need 
to invest in stronger systems to protect health and 
well-being of children and families 

Å 2009  Health, Nutrition & Population strategy  
emphasize the need for investing in and protecting the 
very young.  



# 1 - World Bank Investments in ECD  

 

Ã Focus on ECD operations/activities  

Ä Included: operations/activities focusing on ECD 

Ä Not included: broader operations/activities benefiting  

young children but not focused specifically on ECD 

Ã Focus on three sectors  

Ä Education 

Ä Health, Nutrition, and Population 

Ä Social Protection 

Ä Not included: other sectors (W&S, others) 

Ã Analysis of trends in commitments/activities  

Ä For lending and grants 

Ä For analytical work ( country sector work, technical 
assistance, knowledge products, impact evaluations 



# 1 - Operations: $3.3 billion over 2001 -13 

Source: Sayre, Devercelli, Neuman, Wodon, 2014 



Source: Sayre, Devercelli, Neuman, Wodon, 2014 

# 1 - Analytical, Advisory, and Partnership work:   
$51 million invested over 2001 -13 



# 2 - 25 Key Cost-Effective Interventions  
for Young Children and Families  



# 2 - 25 Key Cost effective Interventions  
for Young Children and Families  

Increasing preschool enrollment to 
50 percent of all children in low- and 
middle-come countries could result 
in lifetime earnings gains from $14-

$34 billon. High quality ECD 
programs targeting vulnerable 

groups in the United States have an 
annual rate of return of 7-16 percent. 

Iron supplementation for 
pregnant mothers costs from $66 

(African sub-region with very 
high adult and high child 

mortality) - $115 (Southeast 
Asian sub-region with high rates 
of adult and child mortality) per 

disability -adjusted-life-year 
(DALY) saved. 

Immunizations can have a benefit-to-
cost ratio up to 20:1 



# 2 - Over time: 5 integrated packages  
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# 3 ɀ Policy & Implementation: SABER  
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# 4 - SABER-ECD Framework 



Ã Indicators are averaged in each domain, policy goal, 
and policy lever to benchmark education systems as 
latent, emerging, established, or advanced 
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